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Private Lesson – Advanced Conducting (1) [MUSC 424] 
Fall Semester 2013 | 1 Credit Hour 
Lesson time: TBA 
Course Pre-requisite: MUSC 420 
 
Dr. Matthew Westgate | Edgecliff Hall - 104 
Office hours: MWF 12-1pm or by appointment 
Phone: (513) 745-3865 |westgatem@xavier.edu 
 
Course Syllabus 
 
Required Materials 
-Battisti, Frank and Robert Garofalo. Guide to Score Study for the Wind Band Conductor. Ft. Lauderdale, FL: 
 Meredith Music Publications, 1990. 
-Battisti, Frank. On Becoming a Conductor. Ft. Lauderdale, FL: Meredith Music Publications, 2007. 
-Baton 
-Scores as needed for conducting assignments 
 
Course Description 
This course is an advanced and in-depth study of conducting technique, rehearsal strategies, score analysis, 
and performance skills.  Emphasis will be on conducting live musicians (Xavier Symphonic Winds and/or 
associated chamber ensembles). 
 
Course Objectives 
• Develop “inner ear” listening and error detection skills. 
• Learn various methods of studying, marking, and conducting from a score. 
• Further develop the conducting techniques necessary to navigate a variety of meter, tempi and styles.  
• Establish a variety of personal physical gestures with the right and left hands, & a non-verbal repertoire.   
• Become fluent with musical terminology and all transposition rules. 
• Explore and develop the skills necessary for successful conducting and musical leadership. 
 
Assessment 
Students’ grades will be based upon: weekly assignments (completion of written work and/or assigned 
readings), lesson preparation, and individual performance in rehearsals and concerts.     
 
50% - Weekly lesson preparation 
25% - Written work/assigned readings 
15% - Rehearsal preparation and performance 
10% - Final conducting assignment (concert performance with instrumental ensemble) 
 
 
**As in all classes, this syllabus is subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances or 
according to the needs of the class. 
 
 
